BARBARA
give us facts in Marlborough's youthful history. A Signet
Office order of Charles II dated March 21, 1670, of which
there arc three copies in the Record Office,1 runs as follows:
* Right trustie and Wellbeloved Counsellors, Wee greete you
well. Whereas wee are informed that there is due unto Our
trustie & Wellbeloved Servant Sr Winston Churchill Knt (late
of Our Commissioners for ye Settlement of Our Kingdome of
Ireland) an Arreare for his allowance for dyett and lodging
whilst he was in Our service there amounting unto ye Summe of
One hundred & forty pounds. And it having been represented
to Us in favour of John Churchill sonne of ye sd Sr Winston that
ye said summe so in arreare hath been bestowed upon him by
his father for & towards his equippage & other expenses in ye
employment he is now forthwith by our command to undertake
on board ye Fleet in ye Mediterranean Seas.
Wee being graciously willing to give all due encouragement to
ye forwardness & early affecons of ye sd John Churchill to
our Service as also in justification of what is due to ye said Sr
Winston Churchill as aforesaid have thought fitt hereby to
Signifie Our pleasure to you accordingly. Our Will & pleasure
is that immediately after your Receipt of these Our L(ett)ers
you issue out & pay unto the said Sr Winston Churchill or his
Assignes, Out of any our Treasure now in Yo(ur) hands the said
Summe of One hundred & forty pounds in full satisfacon of the
said Arrears so due from us aforesaid. (All prohibitions not-
withstanding) wherewith Wee are graciously pleased in fJticular
bounty to the said John Churchill upon this occasion to dispense.
Several conclusions can be drawn from this warrant. The
English fleet in the Mediterranean was in 1670 engaged in an
intermittent blockade of Algiers. Sir Thomas Allin was
setting out with a squadron of fourteen ships to renew his
blockade. An Admiralty regiment, or, as we should say, a
c Naval Brigade' or Division, was being recruited and em-
barked as marines for the operation. It seems certain that
John obtained permission to exchange his service of the land
for that of the sea, and was attached to the Algiers expedition
of 1670, Whether he came home to England beforehand, or
whether, as is possible, he joined the squadron when it or
1 S.P., Signet Office, vii, 195, and S.P., 63/327, ff. 54-5$-
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